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[bookmark: _Toc222488028][bookmark: _Toc222488045]Activity: Watatunga Wildlife Reserve Trailer Tour
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Uneven/muddy terrain             
	Trailer jolts, slips, falls when boarding.
	Pupils/Staff      
	Medium
	• Trained driver
• Slow driving
• Avoid hazardous routes
•  Tour cancelled in dangerous weather
•  All staff first aid trained, first aid kit available.                      
	Low

	Gaps at trailer sides

	Limbs/items fall out

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Pre-tour safety briefing
• Arms/hands kept inside trailer
• Teachers positioned along seating
• Mirrors to ensure arms are tucked in

	Low

	Standing or moving while trailer in motion

	Falls 

	Occupants of the trailer

	Medium

	• Pupils always seated during movement
• Movement only allowed when trailer is fully stopped
• Reminders given throughout tour

	Low

	Animals approaching

	Bites, kicks, pecks

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Maintain minimum 15m distance
• No feeding or interaction
• Driver increases distance if animals’ approach
	Low

	Extreme Weather

	Exposure to wind, rain or cold temperatures causing discomfort

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Schools advised on clothing needs
• Trailer roof provides cover
• Cancel tour in dangerous wind conditions
	Low

	Behaviour Issues

	Unsafe movement, disrupting others

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Teachers maintain ratios
• Clear behaviour rules before departing
• Tour paused if behaviour becomes unsafe

	Low

	Emergency during tour

	Illness or injury

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios for instant support
• Option to stop and return to reception
• Emergency vehicle available if required

	Low

	Exiting trailer


	Trips, slips

	Pupils 

	Medium
	• Staff supervise loading and unloading
• Pupils enter/exit one at a time
• Use stable step if required
•  All staff first aid trained, first aid kit available.                      

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026








[bookmark: _Toc222488029][bookmark: _Toc222488046]Activity: Stretch Tent Session:
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Guy ropes and tent tie-downs
	Trips and falls

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Ropes pointed out during safety briefing
• Staff positioned at entrance to guide pupils
• Ropes made visible using markers or cones if needed
	Low

	Uneven or soft ground inside tent

	Trips and minor falls

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Walkways kept clear
• Pupils seated promptly on arrival
• Staff supervise movement around the tent

	Low

	Wooden chairs

	Falls, trapped fingers, chairs tipping

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Chairs arranged safely with space between rows
• Pupils reminded not to rock or lean back
• Staff monitor seating area
•  All staff first aid trained, first aid kit available.                      
	Low

	Extreme Weather

	Exposure to wind, rain, noise: Discomfort or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Tent checked daily for stability
• Sessions paused or moved if tent becomes unsafe
• Schools advised to bring weather-appropriate clothing

	Low

	Electrical equipment (laptop, projector)

	Trips from wires or equipment damage

	Pupils, staff

	Low

	• Cables secured to ground or kept behind tables
• Equipment operated only by staff
• Pupils kept away from equipment area

	Low

	Large group behaviour

	Disruption or accidental collisions

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear behaviour expectations at start
• Teachers remain in ratio throughout session
• Staff intervene early if behaviour becomes unsafe
	Low

	Emergency during lesson

	Child becomes unwell or injured

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios for instant communication
• First aider located at reception
• Child escorted by teacher to reception if needed
•  All staff first aid trained, first aid kit available.                      
	Low

	Gas Heaters
	Heaters under the stretch tent could cause a fire if they are filled with dust or if they call over 
	Pupils, staff 
	High
	• Heaters are routinely cleaned to ensure that there is no dust build up
• Straw is kept far away from the heaters and straw bales are used up at the stretch tent first as a priority over winter when the heaters are more likely to be used.
• Heaters are stood up right and are checked before the start of every session to ensure there is no risk of any heater falling over. 
	Medium



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026


[bookmark: _Toc222488030][bookmark: _Toc222488047]Activity: Interactive Sessions
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Buffalo tags


	Young children may put tags in their mouth

	Pupils
	Low

	• Staff demonstrate handling
• Pupils handle one tag at a time
• Too big to swallow
• Plastic and smooth, safe for touching

	Low

	Bird rings

	Scratches or rings being ingested by small children 

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Staff supervise all handling
• Pupils handle gently
• Only one ring per child at a time
• Young children will need 1:1 monitoring when handling small or delicate items 
	Low

	Crowding at tables

	Minor injuries

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Limit number of pupils at each table
• Queue system enforced
• Staff closely supervise each group
	Low

	Trip hazards (chairs, table edges, tent ropes)

	Trips and falls

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Clear walkways between tables
• Staff highlight hazards during briefing
• Pupils reminded to move carefully
• No running

	Low

	Behaviour issues

	Rough handling or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear safety instructions at start
• Teachers in ratio monitor behaviour
• Staff intervene immediately if rules not followed

	Low

	Allergic reactions

	Skin irritation from residual feathers/fur

	Pupils

	Low

	• Staff inspect items
• Pupils reminded not to touch face during session
• Hand-washing recommended afterwards

	Low

	Emergency

	Minor injury needing first aid

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios
• First aid kit available at reception
• Child escorted to reception if needed

	Low

	Antler or Horn misuse 
	Injury if swung, used as a weapon or handled roughly

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Pupils instructed clearly not to swing items
• Staff always supervise closely
• Staff stress these items are delicate and sharp.
	Low 

	Hygiene Risk
	Ingesting dirt or germs from any of the taxidermy
	Pupils, staff
	Medium
	• Both staff and children are instructed to wash their hands after handling taxidermy items or horns and antlers. 
• Taxidermy and any horns or antlers are thoroughly cleaned before being utilised for school trips. 
	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026


[bookmark: _Toc222488031][bookmark: _Toc222488048]Activity: KS1 & 2 Habitats Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Trip hazards (chairs, table edges, tent ropes, uneven ground)

	Trips and falls

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Clear walkways between tables
• Staff highlight hazards during briefing
• Pupils reminded to move carefully
• No running

	Low

	Behaviour issues

	Rough handling or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear safety instructions at start
• Teachers in ratio monitor behaviour
• Staff intervene immediately if rules not followed
	Low

	Wooden chairs

	Falls, trapped fingers, chairs tipping

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Chairs arranged safely with space between rows
• Pupils reminded not to rock or lean back
• Staff monitor seating area

	Low

	Weather (wind, rain, noise)

	Discomfort or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Tent checked daily for stability
• Sessions paused or moved if tent becomes unsafe
• Schools advised to bring weather-appropriate clothing

	Low

	Electrical equipment (laptop, projector)

	Trips from wires or equipment damage

	Pupils, staff

	Low

	• Cables secured to ground or kept behind tables
• Equipment operated only by staff
• Pupils kept away from equipment area

	Low

	Large group behaviour

	Disruption or accidental collisions

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear behaviour expectations at start
• Teachers remain in ratio throughout session
• Staff intervene early if behaviour becomes unsafe
• Stop activity Reinforce rules, staff intervene immediately.

	Low

	Emergency during lesson

	Child becomes unwell or injured

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios for instant communication
• First aider located at reception
• Child escorted by teacher to reception if needed
	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026









[bookmark: _Toc222488032][bookmark: _Toc222488049]Activity: KS1 & 2 Classification Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Trip hazards (chairs, table edges, tent ropes, uneven ground)

	Trips and falls

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Clear walkways between tables
• Staff highlight hazards during briefing
• Pupils reminded to move carefully
• No running

	Low

	Behaviour issues

	Rough handling or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear safety instructions at start
• Teachers in ratio monitor behaviour
• Staff intervene immediately if rules not followed

	Low

	Wooden chairs

	Falls, trapped fingers, chairs tipping

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Chairs arranged safely with space between rows
• Pupils reminded not to rock or lean back
• Staff monitor seating area

	Low

	Weather (wind, rain, noise)

	Discomfort or distraction

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Tent checked daily for stability
• Sessions paused or moved if tent becomes unsafe
• Schools advised to bring weather-appropriate clothing

	Low

	Electrical equipment (laptop, projector)

	Trips from wires or equipment damage

	Pupils, staff

	Low

	• Cables secured to ground or kept behind tables
• Equipment operated only by staff
• Pupils kept away from equipment area

	Low

	Large group behaviour

	Disruption or accidental collisions

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear behaviour expectations at start
• Teachers remain in ratio throughout session
• Stop activity Reinforce rules, staff intervene immediately.

	Low

	Emergency during lesson

	Child becomes unwell or injured

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios for instant communication
• First aider located at reception
• Child escorted by teacher to reception if needed

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026







[bookmark: _Toc222488033][bookmark: _Toc222488050]Activity: KS4 Adaptions & Competition Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Heavy horns and antlers

	Injury if lifted incorrectly, dropped or knocked into others

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Students may lift horns and antlers but only after instructions
• Staff demonstrate safe lifting before pupils handle them
• Pupils must remain still while lifting
• Items lifted individually, not passed between peers
• Staff supervise closely at all times

	Low

	Antlers or horns used inappropriately

	Bruising or minor injury if swung or pushed towards others

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear behaviour expectations set before handling
• Pupils must keep items low and under control
• Staff intervene immediately if misuse occurs
• Teachers remain in ratio to monitor conduct

	Low

	Skulls (fragile or heavy)

	Damage to skulls or minor injury if mishandled

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Pupils may touch skulls but not lift them
• Fragile skulls kept stable and flat on tables
• Staff explain why skulls must not be moved
• Close supervision maintained

	Low

	Feathers

	Minor contamination risk or allergic reaction

	Pupils

	Low

	• Feathers checked before session
• Pupils advised not to touch face after handling
• Handwashing encouraged afterwards

	Low

	Clipboards and pens

	Dropping or poking hazards

	Pupils

	Low

	• Clipboards handed out safely
• Pupils remain seated or stable while writing

	Low

	Trip hazards inside the stretch tent

	Slips, trips or falls due to ropes, uneven ground or chairs

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Clear walkways maintained
• Ropes and uneven areas highlighted
• Pupils asked to walk and not run
• Bags stored away under chairs

	Low

	Crowding around handling table

	Minor knocks, bumping into others or items

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Students rotate in small groups
• Staff manage flow and spacing
• Pupils reminded to wait their turn

	Low

	Anxiety around animal materials

	Pupils feeling worried or refusing to engage

	Pupils

	Low

	• Participation is optional
• Alternative observation roles offered
• Teachers support pupils as needed

	Low

	Emergency situations

	Minor injury requiring attention

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Radios carried by staff at all times
• First aid available at reception
• Teachers assist with escorting pupils if necessary

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026














[bookmark: _Toc222488034][bookmark: _Toc222488051]Activity: KS3 & KS4 Classification Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Insects in tubes or trays

	Minor fear response or dropping equipment
	Pupils

	Low

	• Pupils instructed not to touch insects
• Staff supervise handling of trays and tubes
• Only common non-stinging insects used
• Staff demonstrate how to observe safely

	Low

	Accidental release of insects

	Insects loose in tent causing distraction

	Pupils, staff

	Low

	• Lids secured on all tubes
• Only opened by staff
• Outside at all times so no misplacement to insects
• Tubes and trays kept flat on tables
• Insects returned outside safely after session
• Clear instructions given before starting

	Low

	Handling magnifying glasses


	Dropping or breaking equipment

	Pupils
	Low

	• Pupils shown how to hold magnifying glasses properly
• Staff hand equipment out safely
• Magnifying glasses are plastic

	Low

	Trip hazards within the tent

	Slips, trips or falls

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Clear walkways kept between tables
• Staff point out any ropes or uneven areas
• Pupils reminded to walk slowly and keep bags off the ground

	Low

	Pupils attempting to touch insects

	Squashing insects or accidental small bite

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Clear instructions that insects must not be touched
• Staff supervise closely
• Tubes remain closed unless staff open them
• Stop activity, reinforce rules, staff intervene immediately.

	Low

	Allergic reactions to insect bites

	Unexpected minor bite reaction or concern

	Pupils

	Low

	• Only common non-biting and non-stinging species collected
• Pupils not permitted to handle insects
• Teachers remain with class to monitor known allergies
• Staff carry radios to call for assistance if needed

	Low

	Anxiety or fear of insects

	Distress or refusal to engage

	Pupils

	Low

	• Pupils may opt out
• Alternative observation task provided
• Teacher supports as needed

	Low

	Behaviour issues during activity

	Rough play or misuse of equipment

	Pupils

	Medium

	• Behaviour expectations explained at start
• Teachers remain with class in ratio
• Staff intervene early if behaviour becomes unsafe
• Stop activity, reinforce rules, staff intervene immediately.

	Low

	Emergency situations

	Minor injury requiring attention

	Pupils, staff

	Medium

	• Staff carry radios
• First aid available at reception
• Teacher or staff member escorts pupil to reception if needed

	Low




	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026
















[bookmark: _Toc222488035][bookmark: _Toc222488052]Biodiversity Base Sessions
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Uneven or woodchip ground

	Trips, slips, falls

	Students, teachers, staff

	Medium

	• Staff supervise movement around site
• Pupils briefed to walk carefully
• Hazardous roots/rocks pointed out
• First aider on site

	Low

	Brambles, nettles, thorny vegetation behind ropes

	Scratches, minor cuts

	Students

	Medium

	• Clear instruction not to reach beyond ropes
• Staff positioned to monitor boundaries
• Rope barriers checked before sessions
	Low

	Standing water (deep roped-off drain & shallow IBC ponds)

	Slips, falling into water

	Students, staff

	High

	• Deep pond fully fenced and signed
• Staff supervise pond areas
• Pupils instructed to remain behind ropes
• Hand washing after activity
• KS2 and above only
	Low

	Slippery surfaces near water or after rain

	Slips, minor falls

	Students, staff

	Medium

	• Staff supervise
• Pupils instructed to walk carefully
• Avoid muddy areas
• Hazardous spots pointed out

	Low

	Tools used during activities (trowels, pitfall trap equipment)

	Cuts, scrapes, misuse

	Students, staff

	Medium

	• Staff demonstrate proper use
• Pupils supervised closely
• Age-appropriate tools only
• Safe carrying rules
• KS2 and above only
	Low

	Handling biological material

	Bites, allergic reactions, contamination

	Students, staff

	Medium

	• Staff handle specimens for demonstration
• Pupils not required to touch
• Handwashing / sanitiser available

	Low

	Allergies (plants, pollen, insects)

	Mild–severe allergic reactions

	Students, staff

	High

	• Check medical forms before visit
• Avoid known allergens
• EpiPens with school staff if needed
• First aider on site

	Medium

	Adverse weather (sun, rain, wind, cold)

	Sunburn, hypothermia, heat exhaustion, slips

	Students, staff

	High

	• Sessions adapted for weather
• Shelter available
• Appropriate clothing required
• Cancel if extreme conditions

	Low

	Manual handling of equipment

	Strains, injuries

	Staff

	Low

	• Staff trained / briefed
• Pupils not required to lift heavy items

	Low

	Stinging insects (bees, wasps, hornets)

	Stings, allergic reactions

	Students, staff

	Medium

	• Avoid disturbing nests
• Staff supervise
• First aid kit accessible

	Low

	Rope boundaries / posts

	Trips, rope burns

	Students, staff

	Low

	• Clear visibility of ropes
• Pupils instructed not to play with ropes
• Ropes inspected regularly

	Low

	Animal droppings / environmental contamination

	Illness, bacterial infection

	Students, staff

	Medium

	• Avoid known contaminated areas
• Handwashing / sanitiser after activity

	Low

	General behaviour (running, pushing, distracted walking)


	Collisions, trips, falls
	Students

	Medium

	• Clear behavioural expectations
• High supervision ratio
• Staff intervene immediately if unsafe

	Low

	Pupil wanders off and exits biodiversity base

	Lost child, potential injury

	Students

	Low
	• Staff maintain ratios at all times
• Gates kept closed at all times
• Headcount at start, during, and end of session
• Radios carried by staff to summon help
• Search led by staff while other pupils remain supervised

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026






[bookmark: _Toc222488036][bookmark: _Toc222488053]Activity: KS2 Flower Identification Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Handling clay, compost, seeds

	Mess, mild skin irritation, allergic reaction

	Students

	Low

	• Staff demonstrate safe handling
• Handwashing / sanitiser after activity
• Gloves available if needed
• Avoid ingestion of materials

	Low

	Mixing / rolling seed bombs

	Spills, slipping, minor cuts

	Students

	Low

	• Work on stable tables or surfaces
• Staff supervise activity closely
• Pupils briefed on safe movements

	Low

	Using trowels / planting tools

	Minor cuts, scrapes

	Students

	Low

	• Staff demonstrate safe technique
• Pupils supervised
• Age-appropriate tools only

	Low

	Planting flowers in garden

	Strains from bending / kneeling, minor cuts

	Students

	Low

	• Staff demonstrate safe planting
• Pupils encouraged to bend safely
• Staff supervise planting areas

	Low

	Behaviour / moving around

	Collisions, minor injuries

	Students

	Medium

	• Clear behaviour rules explained
• Staff maintain supervision ratio
• Intervene immediately if unsafe
• Stop activity, reinforce rules, staff intervene immediately.

	Low

	Allergies (pollen, seeds, plants)

	Mild–severe allergic reaction

	Students

	Medium

	• Check school medical forms
• Staff aware of allergies
• Staff should have medication available if required

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026













[bookmark: _Toc222488037][bookmark: _Toc222488054]Activity: Food webs Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Use of clipboards, pencils, magnifying glasses

	Minor pokes, scratches, dropped objects

	Students

	Low

	• Staff demonstrate safe use
• Pupils carry clipboards tucked to their side
• Ensure magnifying glasses are not used while walking

	Low

	Collecting natural materials (leaves, soil, small samples)

	Dirty hands, mild skin irritation, cross-contamination

	Students

	Low

	• Clear instructions on what can/cannot be collected
• Gloves available if needed
• Mandatory handwashing/sanitising afterwards
	Low

	Movement between designated ecosystem areas

	Slips, trips, bumps with other pupils

	Students

	Medium

	• Groups move with adult supervision
• Clear boundaries explained
• Walk only, no running
• Staff positioned to monitor movement

	Low

	Handling soil, decomposing matter

	Exposure to mild allergens, dirty hands

	Students

	Low

	• Pupils instructed not to touch face during activity
• Handwashing facilities available
• Gloves available for sensitive pupils

	Low

	Use of large paper, poster boards & markers

	Minor ink exposure, paper cuts

	Students

	Low

	• Staff hand out materials
• Pupils instructed to stay seated during drawing

	Low

	Discussion, presentations, moving in groups

	Trip or collision during movement

	Students

	Low

	• Structured movement instructions
• Pupils move one group at a time

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026













[bookmark: _Toc222488038][bookmark: _Toc222488055]Activity: Insect Hotel Lesson Plan:
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Collecting natural materials
	Scratches, dirty hands
	Students
	Medium
	• Clear instructions on safe collection 
• No reaching into brambles or roped areas
• Only KS2 and above permitted to carry out this activity
• Staff supervise groups
• Handwashing at end
	Low

	Handling sticks, twigs and sharp natural objects
	Splinters, scratches
	Students
	Low
	• Demonstrate safe handling 
• Gloves available if needed 
• Children told not to snap the twigs
• Only KS2 and above permitted to carry out this activity
	Low

	Using string/twine
	Minor rope burns
	Students
	Low
	• Staff demonstrate tying technique
• Pre-cut lengths of string
• Close supervision during tying
• Only KS2 and above permitted to carry out this activity
	Low

	Inserting materials into bottles/rolls
	Fingers caught
	Students
	Medium
	• Clear instructions
• Only KS2 and above permitted to carry out this activity
	Low

	Group movement during collection
	Slips, Trips and falls
	Students 
	Medium
	• Clear walking routes
• Split into small groups
	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026

















[bookmark: _Toc222488039][bookmark: _Toc222488056]Activity: Ecology Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Use of ecological equipment (sweep nets, branch bashing sticks, pond nets, soil tools)

	Minor injuries from misuse; hitting others accidentally

	Students

	Medium

	• Demonstrate safe use	
• Adequate spacing			
• Staff supervision
• Collect tools immediately afterwards
	Low

	Branch bashing				
		
	Falling debris hitting head/face
	Students, Staff
	Medium
	• Students stand well back		
• Goggles available if needed		
• Staff may demonstrate instead
• Only bash stable branches	
	Low	

	Pond dipping at standing ponds				

	Slipping, falling into shallow water
	Students
	Medium
	• Mark safe boundary	
• No leaning over water		
• Staff supervise pond area		
• One group at pond at a time	
	Low

	Handling soil, leaf litter, natural materials
	Minor cuts, dirty hands, exposure to bacteria
	Students
	Low
	• Handwashing afterwards	
• Gloves available		
• No hands near face
	Low

	Lifting small logs or rocks

	Dropping items, finger injuries

	Students

	Medium

	• Staff demonstration
• Only lift small, manageable objects
• Closed-toe shoes required		
• Work in pairs
	Low

	Insects and other wildlife		
	
	Bites, stings, panic responses
	Students	
	Medium
	• No handling unknown species	
• Move away calmly if bees/wasps appear
• First aider present
	Low

	Insects and other wildlife	
	Bites, stings, panic responses
	Students
	Medium
	• No handling unknown species	
• Move away calmly if bees/wasps appear
• First aider present	
	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026














[bookmark: _Toc222488040][bookmark: _Toc222488057]Activity: Plant Survey Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Toxic plants (hemlock, foxglove, poison ivy, etc.)

	Skin irritation, poisoning, allergic reactions

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Clear briefing on not touching unknown plants 
• Prepared samples used only for demonstration
 • No tasting plants 
• Handwashing after activity 
• PPE available if needed

	Low

	Allergic reactions to plants, pollen or insects

	Allergic responses or hay fever symptoms

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Allergy check before session • Avoid high-pollen areas • Antihistamines only if allowed by policy • First aid kit available

	Low

	Sharp vegetation or hidden objects

	Cuts and scrapes

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Advise careful movement
• Recommend long sleeves 
• Appropriate footwear required 
• First aid available

	Low

	Uneven or slippery ground

	Slips, trips, falls

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Use designated paths 
• Highlight uneven areas 
• Ensure appropriate footwear 
• Close supervision

	Low

	Use of quadrats and measuring tapes

	Minor injuries, tripping

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Demonstrate safe use 
• Keep tape flat and visible
• Supervise equipment use

	Low

	Soil handling during surveys

	Exposure to bacteria or dirt in eyes/mouth

	Students, Staff

	Low

	• Handwashing after activity 
• Remind not to touch face 
• Use trowels instead of hands
	Low

	Use of smartphone apps

	Device loss/damage, distraction

	Students

	Low

	• Allow use only during designated times 
• Supervise device use 
• Make use optional
	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026












[bookmark: _Toc222488041][bookmark: _Toc222488058]Activity: KS3 & KS4 Insect ID Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Pitfall traps in ground

	Trips, falls, twisting ankles

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Clear marking of traps with flags • Brief students on trap locations • Staff supervision while moving around the Bio base
	Low

	Digging holes for traps

	Minor cuts, strained muscles, tool misuse

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Demonstrate safe trowel use • Supervise digging • Limit depth to safe levels

	Low

	Sweep net use

	Nets hitting others, strained arms, minor collisions

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Demonstrate safe sweeping technique • Ensure spacing between students • Supervise movement during net use

	Low

	Pond dipping

	Slipping at water’s edge, falling in, water contamination

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Use designated safe pond areas • Staff supervise directly at pond edge • Non-slip footwear advised • Remind students not to lean over water

	Low

	Handling insects

	Bites, stings or allergic 
reactions

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Remind students to handle insects carefully • Provide containers for viewing instead of hands • First aid kit available • Check for known insect allergies

	Low

	Aquatic insects in trays

	Splashing, possible contamination

	Students

	Low

	• Keep trays on flat surfaces • Avoid overcrowding trays • Handwashing after handling

	Low

	Use of sample tubes and magnifiers

	Pinched fingers, broken plastic, eye strain

	Students

	Low

	• Demonstrate safe handling • Use only plastic, no glass • Supervision during close inspection

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026











[bookmark: _Toc222488042][bookmark: _Toc222488059]Forest School Site Assessment 
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Uneven, mixed terrain (woodchip, mud, sand, slopes)

	Slips, trips and falls

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Clear boundaries of safe walking areas 
• Verbal briefing on moving carefully 
• Appropriate footwear required 
• Staff positioned around site to monitor movement 
• Avoid steep areas if muddy

	Low

	Mud / slippery ground in wet weather

	Slipping and injury

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Check ground conditions before session 
• Avoid heavily saturated areas 
• Remind students to walk, not run 
• Ensure all wear appropriate footwear

	Low

	Woodchip ground

	Splinters, tripping 

	Students, Staff

	Low

	• Ensure woodchip spread evenly 
• Advise children not to dig in woodchip unless supervised 
• First aid kit accessible

	Low

	Overhead trees (tree branches falling in wind)

	Falling branches, injury

	Students, Staff

	High

	• Pre-session visual check
• Tree Survey carried out every year, and any dangerous trees are removed
• Avoid use of site in high winds 
• Area has been health assessed by arborists 
• Do not sit directly under dead limbs
	Medium

	Fallen trees used as natural seating or play

	Minor falls, slips

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Inspect logs before each session 
• No climbing allowed 
• Use logs only as seating, not play structures

	Low

	Metal mesh fencing & single access point

	Fingers caught, minor cuts, 

	Students, Staff

	Low

	• Supervise entrance area 
• Clear instructions for safe entry/exit • Maintain fence in good condition

	Low

	Shelters, tarps, or seating areas

	Slipping from logs

	Students, Staff

	Low

	• Secure all ties and ropes 
• Check shelter stability 
• Demonstrate safe sitting on logs

	Low

	Weather exposure (sun, wind, rain, cold)

	Sunburn, dehydration, discomfort

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Advise weather-appropriate clothing • Shade available in trees 
• Encourage water bottles 
• Sun protection applied where appropriate

	Low

	Insects (bees, wasps, ants, ticks)

	Stings, bites, allergic reactions

	Students, Staff

	Medium

	• Pre-check area for nests
• Avoid disturbing vegetation unnecessarily 
• First aid kit ready 
• Check for allergies beforehand
	Low

	Toxic Plants
	Toxic fungus, weeds, any other organic matter naturally occurring within the site
	Students, staff 
	Medium
	• Area is checked before every session
• Any plants or fungi that cannot be identified as being non-harmful will be removed
• Weeds are cut back on a weekly basis
	Low




	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026

















[bookmark: _Toc222488043][bookmark: _Toc222488060]Activity: Forest School Animal Habitats Lesson Plan
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	17.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard			
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Slips, trips, and falls on uneven terrain, moss, or log piles

	Minor to moderate (scrapes, injuries bruises)

	Pupils, Staff

	Medium

	• Remind pupils to move carefully and watch their footing 
• Staff lead and supervise movement across uneven areas 
• Encourage appropriate footwear (closed-toe shoes) 
• Highlight tricky areas before activity
	Low 

	Contact with mud or water in mud kitchen

	Slips, minor infections, mess

	Pupils • Staff

	Low

	• Encourage careful movement around water and mud • Handwashing after activity • Staff supervision during water/mud activity • Provide towels or wet wipes

	Low

	Minor cuts from sticks, twigs, or dead wood

	Scratches or small cuts

	Pupils, Staff

	Low

	• Instruct pupils not to pick up sharp sticks 
• Staff supervise handling of materials • First aid kit available

	Low

	Allergic reactions to insects in leaf litter

	Mild irritation or bites

	Pupils, Staff

	Low

	• Explain pupils should not touch mini beasts 
• Staff monitor for any allergic reactions 
• Keep first aid kit accessible

	Low

	Water spill or wet surfaces in mud kitchen

	Slips

	Pupils, Staff

	Low

	• Supervise water use 
• Encourage careful movement 
• Keep paper towels or cloths for spills

	Low

	Use of magnifying glasses

	Minor eye injuries if misused

	Pupils, Staff

	Low

	• Demonstrate safe use of magnifying glasses 
• Pupils reminded not to point at others’ eyes 
• Staff supervision throughout

	Low

	Handling leaf litter or trays

	Exposure to bacteria or dirt

	Pupils, Staff

	Low

	• Instruct pupils to wash hands after activity 
• Avoid touching face during handling • Staff supervise use of trays

	Low

	Behavioural issues (running, pushing)

	Collisions, minor injuries

	Pupils, Staff

	Medium

	• Clear rules at start of session 
• Staff actively supervise groups 
• Reinforce safe movement and waiting turns

	Low




	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder








	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026


[bookmark: _Toc222488044][bookmark: _Toc222488061]Activity: Inside Out Road Crossing
	Location: 
	Watatunga Wildlife Reserve
	Conducted By:
	Charley Ross

	Date Conducted:
	12.02.26
	Next Review Date:
	December 2026



	Hazard
	Risk
	Who is at Risk
	Initial Risk Level
	Control Measures
	Residual Risk

	Traffic on the road
	Collision with a vehicle

	All participants

	High
	• Four trained staff supervise crossing (two from each organisation)
• Staff crossing supervisors carry radios and stationed on both sides of the road
• Children cross in small groups
• Clear verbal instructions
• High vis worn by children
• Crossing point chosen for maximum visibility
	Medium

	Students not listening or becoming distracted

	Unpredictable behaviour while crossing

	Students

	Medium
	• Safety briefing before crossing
• Teachers at front and rear
• Students walk (no running)
• Headcount before and after crossing
• Staff crossing supervisors carry radios/phones
	Low

	Adverse weather (fog, rain) reducing visibility

	Reduced visibility for vehicles and pedestrians

	All participants

	Medium

	• Crossing not carried out during severe conditions of low visibility
• A coach will be used to transport the children safely across

	Low

	Large group size

	Loss of control or congestion

	All participants

	Medium

	• Groups >35 split automatically
• Cross one group at a time
• Clear staff handover between providers

	Low

	Uneven ground/trip hazards near crossing

	Trips or falls

	All participants

	Low

	• Path checked before each use
• Students advised to watch footing
• Extra support for mobility needs
• First aiders available from both Watatunga & Inside Out
	Low

	Medical or SEND needs requiring support

	Increased vulnerability

	Students with additional needs

	Medium

	• Schools notify needs in advance
• Extra staff assigned if required
• Individual crossing plans where needed

	Low



	Signatory Authorisation of Risk Assessment and Review

	Name
	Job Title
	Date

	Molly Ruder
	Reserve Operations Manager 
	February 2026













image1.png




